
2021 Advent – 4th Sunday – RESPONSE 

 

We’re in the midst of our archdiocesan 

retreat focusing on the 4-part preaching of 

the basic Gospel message or Kerygma: 

Created...Captured...Rescued...and 

Response. 

I encourage you to read the previous 

homilies if you were not here. They’re 

available on our parish website. 

Two weeks ago, you heard the bad news 

about our fallen condition. Last week we 

focused on the Good News of our salvation, 

how through the passion, death and 

resurrection, Jesus Christ has come to 

rescue us from Satan, Sin and Death. What 

was too much for us to overcome proved to 

be absolutely nothing for Him. He willingly 

suffered through His passion & death for 

us. That’s love going out seeking to repair 

the damage caused by our sins, seeking to 

repair our relationship with our Good & 

Loving Father. 

Knowing that, what do we do now? How do 

we respond? Hopefully, our response is one 

of gratitude. We should be so grateful that 

it moves us to worship. That’s why we 

come here to Mass, to offer praise, honor 

and glory to God, for His sacrifice, for the 

great things He’s done. 

But before we can properly do that 

something else needs to come first. In the 

Acts of the Apostles, right after St. Peter’s 

first Post-Pentecost speech, after hearing 

him preach the same basic Gospel message, 

the people of Jerusalem asked the exact 

same question: “What are we to do?” Peter 

responded: “Repent and be baptized, every 

one of you, 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins…” Acts 2:38 

3000 people took him up on that offer so 

good was the Good News to them! 

Baptism is the Sacrament that saves us 

from enslavement to Satan and Sin that 

once dominated our life because of the 

effects of Original Sin. That’s why exorcism 

prayers are still a part of the Baptismal rite 

to drive him away before reclaiming our 

souls for Jesus Christ. The grace of baptism 

also includes washing away all sin, both 

Original Sin as well as any personal sin, if 

we happen to be baptized later in life like 

me. It also makes us adopted sons and 

daughters of our Heavenly Father, temples 

of the Holy Spirit and members of the 

Mystical Body of Christ. 

But for those of us hearing the Gospel 

message anew, post-baptism, we still have 

need for ongoing repentance that Peter 

talked about, to turn away from our sins, to 

bring them to Confession, and to praise the 

Lord even more than before because of His 

great mercy and love. 

In fact, because of the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, if we let Him, 

Jesus always pulls great good out of our 

weaknesses, our faults, and our sins. Only 

He can do that! That’s the power of the 

resurrection! 

So, if you confess your sins regularly so 

that they remain small then the Lord will 

actually use your sins to propel you 

forward in the spiritual life. It’s like when 

you’re walking down the sidewalk and 

stumble a bit over something in your path. 

Because of the forward momentum, by the 



time you recover you’re often a step or two 

ahead of where you would’ve been had you 

not tripped. That’s the power of the 

Resurrection in our life, that’s the power of 

confession. 

Speaking of…I want to go back to 

something I said a couple of weeks ago. If 

you remember I said that one of the 

greatest truths that Satan does not want 

you to know is that if you really struggle 

with a particular weakness, with a 

particular sin in your life, that’s often an 

indicator that in heaven God wants you to 

shine for all eternity with the opposite. The 

devil wants you focused on what you can’t 

do, on what you can’t overcome on your 

own, and to shame you for it, with that 

half-truth. But if you let Him, God wants to 

use that weakness to manifest His glory. 

So how does that work in our lives? How 

can we tap into that specific grace? Regular 

confession is certainly a part. Another is to 

follow the lead of many of the greats in the 

spiritual life. Instead of beating themselves 

up for what they could not do, they took 

great delight in their inability, their 

littleness, in just how much they needed 

the Lord to do everything for them. Think 

of St. Therese of Lisieux here. You can 

rejoice in the fact that you can’t save 

yourself, that you need the Lord for 

everything, for the smallest of good works, 

to avoid the smallest of sins. When Satan 

comes to accuse you and to make fun of 

what you can’t do, simply humbly admit 

that His half-truth is true. But then remind 

him of the rest of the truth, that with God’s 

grace all things are possible. All THINGS!!  

In my own life I remember a time when I 

had taken on a new ministry. I was still 

very fresh and still learning. I loved to walk 

around the church praying the rosary -- I 

still do.  As I was walking, trying to 

meditate on the mystery, I kept hearing the 

devil in my own thoughts saying: “you 

don’t know what you’re doing, you don’t 

know what you’re doing, you don’t know 

what you’re doing.” It drove me nuts until I 

was given the grace from the Lord to 

realize two things: 1) that he was speaking 

the truth, and 2) that it was only half of the 

truth. So, I finally just yelled out loud as I 

pointed to the Tabernacle: “That’s right! I 

haven’t a clue what I’m doing but I’m 

following Him, and He does!” Silence 

followed. I could peacefully go back to my 

prayer. The devil is great at using half-

truths to attack us.  So humbly admit the 

part that’s true, but always remind him of 

the rest, and if you don’t know what the 

rest of the truth is ask the Lord to speak 

His truth and He will show you.  

For example, I remember having a really 

bad day. I was trying to do everything 

right, but everything was going wrong. I 

asked the Lord to show me what I was 

feeling because I was having a hard time 

even putting that into words. In prayer I 

got the words: “ashamed…defeated.” Yep, 

that’s exactly what I felt. As soon as I 

realized that the Lord told me, “Look up (at 

the Cross). What do you see?” I smiled and 

said: “Shame…defeat. Yes, Lord I 

understand. Doing your will is what’s 

important. So, I trust that You’re at work 

for our great good even in apparent 

defeat.”  

Another way that you can tap into this 

grace that the Lord wants to give, to 

manifest His glory through our weakness, 

our sin is by actively call down His love 

upon us. I think we’ve all heard the famous 

line in the 1st Letter of St. John (4:18): 

“Perfect love casts out all fear.” Sounds 

simple right? Well, I must confess that I 

never really liked that passage.  Sacred 

Scripture is a life-long journey, and this is 



one passage that I never really understood. 

I kept thinking that it’s unfair! Because I 

can’t perfectly love. Can you? So, I guess 

that means we’re doomed to fear!  

But then one day the Lord opened my eyes 

to the obvious. Even if I can’t perfectly love 

it certainly exists. It comes from Him. And 

so, amid each of our fears, our weaknesses, 

our worries, our only hope is to let God 

love us right there, right where we tend to 

be ashamed or be afraid. Remember Adam 

and Eve hiding from the Lord after the 

Fall? That’s what our hearts tend to do! It 

takes a lot of courage to open to His love! 

Here’s what I find that helps. It sounds a 

bit corny but give it a try. I find it helpful to 

point or to symbolically hold up as an 

offering whatever I’m afraid of or 

struggling with and to simply pray: “Love 

me there, Lord!” Often, I’m pointing at my 

heart. When I fear what others think – 

“Love me there, Lord!” When I give in to 

despair – “Love me there, Lord!” When I’m 

ashamed of the past or worried about the 

future - “Love me there, Lord!” That takes 

a lot of courage to be open, exposed, and 

vulnerable like that! But give it a try, even 

now. Where do you struggle? Is it with 

anger? – “Love me there, Lord!” Having a 

hard time getting over jealousy? – “Love 

me there, Lord!” Does unforgiveness have a 

grip on your heart? – “Love me there, 

Lord!”  

We still need to bring our sins to 

Confession for that sacramental grace, but 

we also need to invite the love of the Lord 

in so He can begin to heal those wounds. 

Just a word of caution; sometimes this will 

have a powerful and immediate effect, but 

most often, we need to be patient and 

persevere. It may take months or years. But 

the Lord’s salvation always comes. So, keep 

at it. Pray that way every day. It’ll be worth 

it in the end. When Satan comes to accuse 

you, and to make fun of what you can’t do, 

you can just humbly admit that that half-

truth is true. But then remind him of the 

rest of the truth; that with God’s grace all 

things are possible. All THINGS!!  

All these things, regular confession, 

rejoicing in our littleness, not settling for 

half-truths and calling down the love of the 

Lord on our weakness and sin, all these 

things add up to that daily dying to self that 

allows more of God’s glory to shine right 

through us. 

But of course, you know this isn’t just for 

us. It’s not just our hearts that God wants 

to take back. He wants to take back this 

entire world. That’s where we come in. We 

need to share the Good News. We need to 

share what we’ve received. As you gather 

with family and friends this coming week--

I’m going to give you a little bit of 

homework. 

They say: “Avoid talking about religion and 

politics.” Well, I’m giving you permission 

to break that law when it comes to religion!  

These past few weeks you’ve been given the 

blueprint of what you need to say. Share 

just a little bit about how we’ve been 

Created…Captured…Rescued…and then be 

ready for a Response. 

Share the basics of the Gospel with at least 

one other person. Make it personal: How 

has the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ made a difference in your life. It 

doesn’t need to be big. Often the small 

things are exactly what others need to hear. 

Then listen. Listen to what they have to 

say. Do your best to lovingly respond to 

their questions, their concerns. Then go the 

extra mile. I want you to invite them to join 

you for Mass, if not for Christmas, then 

certainly during the Christmas Season. And 



remember you can’t do this on your own, 

but with God’s grace all things are possible, 

even God working powerfully through you! 

So perhaps you’ll return after Christmas 

with 3000 people who can’t wait to be 

baptized! 

 

. . . . . . 

 

I would like to close with a small prayer inviting each of us to surrender our hearts more 

deeply to the Lord: 

God our Heavenly Father, 

I believe that out of your infinite love you created me. 

I’m sorry for all the times that I have believed the enemy’s lies,  

that you are not a good and loving Father, that you don’t love me. 

Please forgive me for all my sins. 

Thank you for sending Jesus to rescue me from sin and death, hell, and Satan. 

I choose this day to place your Son, Jesus, at the center of my life. 

And so, today, here and now I surrender to you, Jesus, 

and I desire your lordship over every area of my life. 

I ask you now to flood my soul with the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Help me to know my true identity as a beloved son/daughter. 

Help me to know that I matter and that I am worth dying for. 

Recreate me to be the person you destined me to be. 

Please use me as an instrument in your merciful hands to rescue others  

and to help recreate this world that you so love. 

Amen 


