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Our Gospel today, for the Feast of the Holy 

Family, is the 5th Joyful Mystery of the Rosary: 

The Finding of the Child Jesus in the 

Temple. 

Whenever we meditate on Sacred Scripture or 

with one of the mysteries of the Rosary there’s 

always a connection to our own lives. And when 

I pray with this particular mystery, very often, 

I’m led to pray for many of you. I think of 

anxiety filled parents whose children have left 

the faith. I know how you long to find them in 

this temple like Mary and Joseph found Jesus 

especially at Christmas time! Being the only one 

in my family who goes to any church I know 

what you go through! 

But the reaction of Mary and Joseph once they 

find Jesus never quite fit this meditation, at least 

not until the Lord took me just a bit deeper into 

this passage. While praying the rosary the Lord 

had me focus on the temple itself in which Jesus 

is found. What is the temple? Certainly, a 

building a structure much like our church. But 

both Jesus as well as St. Paul also talk about the 

temple in relation to our body, we’re God’s 

temple as well. 

And this is important because I think the anxiety 

we feel about our loved ones is not because 

they’re lost. We know where they are. I think 

what really bothers us is that we’ve lost sight of 

Jesus at work in their hearts and depending on 

our degree of worry we may even run the risk of 

losing our faith. But go back and pray with this 

passage from this perspective about the temple 

and see how the words between Jesus and His 

mother can speak to us in a different way: 

Mary asks Jesus: “Why have you done this to 

us?” Don’t we ask similar questions of the Lord? 

Why did you let them fall away? Why don’t you 

do something about it?  Where are you in all of 

this? And Jesus He calmly and lovingly 

responds: 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father’s house?” That 

means that Jesus is in the temple. He is at work 

in their hearts! And that’s important for us to 

remember because Jesus loves our loved ones 

more than we ever could. So, He’s not going to 

abandon them. 

Even if they continue to turn their backs on Him, 

He’s not going to give up working on them. And 

so, He must be at work in the temple of their 

hearts. He is constantly working in the depths of 

their souls. And some day we’re going to be the 

ones shocked to find Jesus there sharing His 

wisdom with them in their own hearts. And until 

then the great anxiety that Mary and Joseph felt 

we’re going to feel that as well. I guess you could 

say this is a good anxiety a good worry because 

it’s rooted in love. Really what we feel is a small 

share in the passion.  Did you happen to notice 

the length of time that Mary and Joseph 

searched for Jesus; 3 days. 

What else takes 3 days in the Gospel? The 

Passion Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

And so just like Mary and Joseph the Lord is 

calling us to go through just a bit of the Passion 

and offer that suffering for the love of them. Our 

concern and love for them can be agonizing at 

times but it must never cross the line into doubt 

and despair. 

As St. Ambrose once said: “After three days 

Jesus is found in the temple, that it might be a 

sign that after three days of victorious suffering 

He who was believed to be dead should rise 

again and manifest Himself to our faith.” Those 

last few words are the most important. He didn’t 

say: manifest Himself to our eyes or our senses 

He said: “manifest Himself to our faith.” That 

means that when we become overly worried 

about our loved ones it’s our faith that’s dead 

and our faith that needs to be raised. It needs the 

power of the resurrection. The Lord is calling us 

to a newfound faith in Him so that we can do our 



part in this temple of ours (own hearts) trusting 

that He is at work in theirs even when we can’t 

see it. 

And so today we ask the Holy Family’s prayers 

and protection for our families. We give thanks 

to God for the great gift of our faith and ask that 

He share it with all of them. And until that time 

like Mary in the Gospel let’s keep all these things 

in our hearts as Jesus’s presence and grace 

continues to work in their hearts. 


